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4.1 i
What Price Open Space?: Background Information

becaus . :

1 fe V;x}::;snggli Sﬁtwitlil thelr.property will have impacts on others in the community.
schools, and mope neei] % ere will be more people traveling the roads, more children in
are built, there il 3 OT various services such_ as police and fire protection. If businesses
i undeveloped land ; edmore traffic, wast(? to be disposed of, and more po{lut}on. In any case,
or endangered s 18 developed, there will be less open space and less wildlife habitat. Rare

pecies may be threatened.
o On l1;he other hand, the d.evelopment of the property will provide jobs for the construc-
On workers. If houses are built, the residents will bring their skills and interests to the com-
munlt).:, as well as increase the need for more schools, stores, and other services. If businesses
are built, more jobs will be available.

In most communities, there is a general plan that has the land in the community desig-
nated or “zoned” for different uses such as residential, agricultural, open space, industry,
and so forth. If, for example, one has some agricultural land that a person wants to build
houses on, he or she would have to apply for a change of zoning from agricultural to residen-
tial. To make such a change, a hearing would be needed. The zoning commission hearing
usually would involve concerned parties who want to tell the commission what they think of
a proposed zoning change. The commissioners would listen to the testimony of various peo-
ple, including land owners, developers, neighbors, “experts,” and others. The commissioners
then would make their decision.

The commissioners would have to consider both the rights of individuals and what is
best for the general community. Each individual, of course, has his or her own preferences
and ideas about what is best. It is hoped that the commissioners would vote for what they
think is best for the community as a whole.

In this activity, you will play the part of a resident of the fictitious community of Tho-
reau. Thoreau has a population of about 10,000 people. The economy is okay, but not thriv-
ing. The Bailey Appliance Company is the major employer for the community, currently em-

ploying 600 people. They want to expand their operations. This would provide about 200 new
jobs. To do this, though, they would have to enlarge their plant and destroy Butterfly
Meadow and some adjacent land. In addition, about 180 new homes would need to be built.

There are two related proposals before the zoning commission:

Proposal #1 would change the zoning on Butterfly Meadow from agricultural to industrial.

Proposal #2 would change the zoning of land owned by Tom Olson from agricultural to

residential zoning.




4.2 What Price Open Space?: Instructions

In this activity, some students in the class will tc?lk(? on the roles of v_arious people at g zohing
commission hearing. Some will be zoning commissioners. Others will be people who speak at
the hearing. Others will have roles such as newspaper reporters, “experts” who provide re.
ports, or concerned citizens who write letters to the editor of the local newspaper. Here is the

procedure:

Day I:

The students will be assigned their roles and begin to prepare for the hearing, which will be

held tomorrow (Day 2). The roles include:

hearing participants with “Character Cards”: These students will have Character

Cards that describe characters that they will play at the hearing. Some will bhe zoning

commissioners and others will be various interested parties from the community.

Their homework is to prepare their presentations for Day 2.

b. newspaperreporters: These students will represent reporters who will write articles for
local newspapers. At least one should be in favor of the proposed zoning change and at
least one should be against it.

Their homework is to write their articles after the hearing and be ready to read them
on Day 3.

C. expert witnesses: These students will prepare reports to support the various viewpoints.
They may write about such things as endangered species in the area, the need (or lack of
need) for jobs, traffic patterns, whether there is enough water for the development, room
in the schools, and so forth.

Their homework is to wri

Day 3.
d. letter writers: These students will write “letters to the editor” based on the hearing.
They should either support or oppose the proposed development and should make refer-

ence to testimony heard in the hearings on Day 2.
Their homework is to write their letters and present them on Day 3.

a.

te their reports and present summaries of their reports on

Day 2:

The chairperson of the zoning commission presents the proposal and runs the meeting. Thg
various people with Character Cards present their cases. The rest of the class take notes an

begin to prepare their letters, articles, or reports.

Day 3:

ission. After meeting
The newspaper articles, reports, and letters are preser_lted to the comm;::;SL‘lerS 'fote for or
briefly to discuss the proposal and the community input, the comm

against the proposal. The class will then discuss the hearing.
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Name Class Date

4.3 What Price Open Space? Questions

; - : n con-
1. What are some factors that zoning commissioners need to take into account when co

sidering a zoning change?

—— S

: ?
2. If you were a zoning commissioner in this hearing, how would you have voted? What

factor(s) were most important in this decision?

3. List some things that you would do if you wanted to make a presentation to a zoning or
planning commission.

© 1993 by The Center for Applied Research in Education

4. Discuss the statement that “If we don’t develop the land now, we can change our mind
later. If we develop it now, we can’t change our mind later.”

5. Find out when and where your local planning or zoning commission meet.
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